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Cooperstown: A little hard to get to, but well worth the effort (Part 1)

Visiting Professor of Sports Sclences, Waseda University
By Marty Kuehnert, (508 Frofésccciet Seorts Sclences. Waseda L )

I grew up in Los Angeles, California, and even though I played other sports as a youngster, my first
love was always baseball. Like most youngsters in my neighborhood, I was an avid baseball card collec-
tor. I kept the cards of my heroes, like Sandy Koufax and Maury Wills, safe in a shoe box in my closet.
Players | didn't think much of wound up getting ruined as noise makers in the spokes of my bicycle
wheels.

From the age of six I played baseball on the school team every spring, and then on a Little League, or
later an upper youth league team, in the summer during vacation.

The California Angels offered me a small contract out of high school, but I decided to go to Stanford
University instead, and played there for two years until a shoulder injury ended my college career. It was
after that injury that I came to Japan on a Stanford-Keio University exchange program. But I could never
get baseball out of my blood.

Subsequently as some of you may know, I have worked in the sports field all my life, mainly in baseball

- in the front office of a Single-A team in Lodi. Calif, the Taiheiyo Club Lions in Fukuoka and the
Double-A Birmingh Barons in Birming} Alabama: as a broadcaster for radio and TV; and as an
author and journalist.

Thus most of my friends naturally assumed that long ago I have traveled to the mecca of baseball, the
National Baseball Hall of Fame and Museum in Cooperstown, New York. But for a West Coast kid.
Cooperstown is hard to get to. It's located across the vast country from Los Angeles. To get there from
LA, you have a 5-hour airplane flight to New York City, and then a bus or auto ride of about six hours to
the northern part of the state.

And, of course, if you are traveling from Japan, you need a minimum of about 20 hours of transporta-
tion time.

Let me tell you, however., it is worth the time and trouble to visit Cooperstown. I know, I FINALLY did
it on May 8.

(To be continued)
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